
 2020 Fall Extension Conference Session Matrix

Physical and Fiscal Resources Team Work & Leadership 

Interpersonal & 

Organizational 

Professionalism

Cross Institute Knowledge 

Sharing Life Skills 

Focus on maximizing physical 

and financial resources within 

MSU Extension. 

Focus on how to work across 

the organization to accomplish 

the mission and positively 

influce groups and individuals. 

Focus on enhancing positive 

interpersonal skills, self-

improvement and continuous 

learning. 

Focus on tangible, everday 

skills that can benefit your 

personal life

Concurrent 

Session A 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14

1-2 p.m. 
Demystifying Grants and 

Service Agreements

Navigating communication 

styles across generations

Why Fund Me? - Building 

Blocks for Making A Strong 

Case for Financial Support

Secure Food Supply: Helping 

the agriculture industry 

prepare for a foreign animal 

disease (FAD) outbreak. Scenario Based Learning 

Building Your Team's 

Evaluation Capacity in PEARS How to Podcast Business Succession Strategies Make It Take It and Recipes

Sharpening Our DEI Lens: What 

do White Fragility and Anti-

Racism got to do with it?

Introduction to Courage 

Building Skills 

Unleash your Captain S.A.S.S. 

(Self Awareness Strengthening 

Self)

Recognizing, Preventing, and 

Treatment of Opioid Misuse in 

Rural Communities Active Office Workshop 

Speaker Tyler Tulloch 

Martha Gerig, Lauren 

Jescovitch Cheryl Howell 

Beth Ferry, Dale Rozeboom and 

Madonna Benjamin Anne Baker Eric Walcott and Lindsey

Monica Jean and Sarah 

Fronczak Roger Betz 

Vanessa Armstrong, Carol 

Bublitz, Kristi Evans, Shelley 

Frazier, Angela Maniaci, 

Jazqueline Marks, Gerrylynn 

McNeal

Dionardo Pizana, Abby Harper 

and Ed Scott Lisa Laughman 

Leigh Ann Theunick, Kaelie 

Fessler, Susan Kirkman 

Abby Cudney, Jim Harrington,  

Elizabeth Josaitis, Lauryn Lin, 

Lauren Kennedy, Georgina 

Perry, Jade Richards, TJ Hall

Audience 

New employees, individuals 

interested in learning about 

MSUE’s grant and service 

agreement procedures. Everyone Everyone 

AABI / CFEI Community Food 

Systems

Anyone who teaches or 

develops teaching materials Anyone doing ed programs Everyone 

AABI (maybe some cross 

institute) CNIs Everyone Everyone Everyone Everyone Everyone 

Zoom

Concurrent 

Session B 15 16 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27

9-10 a.m .

Increasing the Competitiveness 

of Your Grant Proposals

Transitioning your advisory 

groups back to face to face, can 

there be a hybrid model?

Volunteer Central: An 

introduction and overview

Making Strategic Connections 

after the Election Get "UP" and Move!

PEARS Tips and Tricks: How to 

avoid the most common 

mistakes.

How We Built a Live Talk Show 

and Podcast

Finding Financial Success in 

Uncertain Times: The Drive 

begins at the Farm Nutrition- Keeping It Fresh 2.0

LGBTQA+ Communities and 

Inclusive Language

Inclusion Starts with our 

Language 

Self-Care: Barriers, Boundaries 

and Best-Practices 

Electronic Cigarettes and the 

Youth Epidemic Retirement Myths and Facts

Speaker

Lauren Aerni-Flessner and 

Sobha Ramanand

Roxanne Turner (Not secured 

yet but probably - Janelle 

Stewart, Darren Bagley, Jackie 

Martin) 

Jennifer Weichel, Lisa 

Bottomley and Amber Joseph

Dru Montri, Cheryl Howell, 

Jeremy Reuter

Stephanie Meck, Kathy Bauer, 

Vicki Ballas, Jessica Coron, 

Gwen Apger, Cody McLaren, Jill 

Connin, (UP Community 

Nutrition Instructors) Norma Lundeen  

Ben Phillips, Mike Reinke, Ben 

Werling, Jonathan LaPorte

Vanessa Armstrong, Erika 

Garner, Michelle Luttrell, 

Latoyia LeRoux, Angela 

Maniaci, Sandra Westover Jesse Beal, Oprah Jrenal Quentin Tyler 

Jamie Hutchinson, Sean 

Knurek, Georgina Perry, Jodi 

Schulz Jim Harrington Brenda Long, Jinnifer Ortquist

Audience 

Grantseekers that are 

interested in applying for large 

federal, state, or private grants 

(NIH, USDA, MHEF, etc). This 

session is intended for 

experienced grantseekers. CYI  Everyone Everyone Youth and adults All PEARS users Educators (across institutes)

AABI (maybe some cross 

institute) CNIs Everyone Everyone 

District and County Support 

Staff

CYI / Anyone working with 

Youth Audiences Everyone 

Zoom

Concurrent 

Session C 28 30 29 31 32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39 40 41

1-2 p.m. 

Understanding Pre-Award at 

Michigan State University Science of Team Science 

Creating Activities and Sign-Ups 

in Volunteer Central Hidden in Plain Sight

Meeting Michigan’s Beginning 

Farmers’ Needs - Where to 

Start?

Working with Support Staff to 

Promote Your Programs 

Innovative Online Tools for 

Successful nutrient 

management A Hands-on 

Trainng Experience

Learning Through Experience: 

Designing and Facilitating 

Experiential Learning in Adult 

Education

CANCELLED: Live on the Farm: 

a Virtual Tour of MSU Tollgate's 

Vegetable Production

Productive Call-Outs: Tools and 

Strategies for Responding to 

Microagressions Jim Crow Museum Tour 

Is Step III for You? Tips for 

Potential Success

The basics of understanding 

Genetically Modified 

Organisms (GMO's) Greening the Garden 

Speaker

MSU's Office of Sponsored 

Programs 

Michael O'Rourke, Stephanie 

Vasco 

Kristy Oosterhouse and Jennifer 

Weichel

Erin Ross and Maggie 

Merchberger

Vicki Morrone, shakara tyler, 

Jen Silveri, Katie Brandt

Eric Walcott, Laura Trombley & 

Panelists: Melissa Burns, 

Janelle Stewart, Melissa 

Franklin, Kellie Jordan, Tonya 

Barrington, Kim Jackson 

Erica Rogers and Sarah 

Fronczak John Dirkx

CANCELLED: Will Jacquine and 

Darby Anderson Lynn Lammers Cyndi Thiedt

Deb Barrett, Gina Flores, Rob 

Sirrine Joe Bixler,  Erika Garner Isabel Branstrom

Audience 

Individuals interested in having 

a deeper understanding of the 

grant proposal and submission 

process at MSU. Everyone Everyone 

Staff, Parents, Partners, 

Caregivers AABI and CFEI

Educators, Specialists, Support 

Staff Educators (AABI, CFEI, CYI) Anyone leading ed programs CANCELLED Everyone Everyone Educators, Supervisors

HNI Pis, others interested in 

food Everyone 

Zoom

Concurrent 

Session D 42 44 43 45 46 47 48 49 50 51 52 53 54 55

9-10 a.m .

Understanding Post-Award at 

Michigan State University Leading from Any Chair 

First Take: Virtual Tour of 

MSU's Urban Ag Research 

Center

Waste Warriors: Reducing 

trash and expanding 

partnerships
Youth Safety in Virtual Learning 

Environments

Marketing & Communications 

for MSUE County Support Staff

Listening vs. Hearing: From 

interviews to conversations 

(might redo the title)

Adult Learning Theory - Zoom 

style! 

MSU Extensions Evolving 

Virtual Environment for Falls 

Prevention

Sharpening Our DEI Lens: What 

do White Fragility and Anti-

Racism got to do with it?

Minorities in Agriculture, 

Natural Resources and Related 

Sciences (MANRRS): Exploring 

Opportunities and 

Contributions at the Local, 

Regional and National Levels

International Study: It's 

UnBelizeable!

The basics of buying local 

meats - is it an affordable 

option for family food security? Mindful Laughter 

Speaker

MSU's Contract and Grant 

Administration 

Jordan Burroughs, Lindsey 

Gardner, Ritchie Harrison Naim Edwards

Meaghan Gass and Katie Deska

Christine Heverly and Laurie 

Rivetto

Beth Stuever, Jamie Wilson, 

Mindy Tape, Becky McKendry, 

Dennis Bond Kraig Ehm Erin Moore and Shari Spoelman Dawn Contreras, Anita Carter

Dionardo Pizana, Abby Harper 

and Edward Scott

Jessica Diaz, Eli Hugghis, 

Christian Henry, Dolores 

Perales, Ayodele Dare, Dr. 

Quentin Tyler, Stephanie Chau

Katie Courtade, Melissa Haug, 

Mollie Hogg & Dixie Sandborn 

Kevin Gould, Jeannine 

Schweihofer Tracie Abram

Audience 

Individuals interested in having 

a deeper understanding of the 

administrative requirements of 

managing grants and contracts. Everyone Everyone Educators, PIs, support staff

CYI / Anyone working with 

youth audiences 

District and County Support 

staff Anyone  Everyone 

Anyone interested in virtual 

programming or referral 

mechanisms Everyone Everyone Everyone HNI, CYI, Other Staff Everyone 

Zoom

Concurrent 

Session E 56 58 57 59 60 61 62 63 64 65 66 67 68 69

1-2 p.m. VEND

Promoting Citizen Science 

Across Extension to Increase 

Value and Public Engagement

2.0 4-H Online Overview and Q 

& A Session

Tribal Consultation: Continuing 

to Build the Relationships

Marketing your Extension 

Program Using Social Media

Applied Research Initiatives: 

Collaborations with the MSU 

School of Planning, Design and 

Construction

Best Practices with Technology Classroom Management and 

Effective Communication

Place-Based Education - how to 

locally learn and improve your 

community at the same time

Farming While Black in the 

U.S.: A Historical Overview and 

Tips for the Field  

Panel on the LGBTQIA+ 

Experience in MI 4-H

The message behind the 

marketing - decoding food 

labels

Time to Think About 

Phosphorus Management - Not 

One-Size Fits All Cooking at Home with Crystal

Speaker Kelli Kolasa and Amy Refior

Yu Man Lee, Julie Crick, Phyllis 

Higman, Jo Latimore, Georgia 

Peterson, Logan Rowe, Alexa 

Warwick

Norma Lundeen and Shelly 

Krueger

Moderator: Emily Proctor; 

Speakers: Wenona T. Singel, 

Lauren Jescovitch, Becky Henne 

Taylor Fabus, Jamie Wilson, 

Susan Kirkman and Carrie 

Shrier

Marie Ruemenapp, Dr. Noah 

Durst, Harmony Fierke-Gmazel, 

Dr. Linda Nubani, Lisa Tams, 

Holly Madill,  

Dr. Zeenat Kotval- K Gwyn Shelle   RJ Gibbs

Darren Badgley, Brandon 

Schroeder, Tracy D'Augustino, 

Meaghan Gass shakara tyler 

Lance Fowler, Tonya Pell, 

Rachel Puckett. Panelists: Addy 

Battel, Justin Drwencke, Erin 

Lilly, Maezie Nettleton, Colton 

Souva

Jeannine Schweihofer, Sheilah 

Hebert and Elaine Palm

Jason Smith, Sarah Fronczak, 

Younsuk Dong, Thiramet 

Sotthiyapai, Steven Safferman Crystal White

Audience 

District and County Support 

Staff Educators, Specialists 4-H PCs, Educators, Pis

Description coming by end of 

the week PCs, Educators, PIs, CNIs Everyone 

District and County Support 

Staff Anyone doing ed programs

Anyone who wants to make a 

difference in their community AABI CYI, but Everyone 

HNI CNIs, anyone interested in 

food

AABI Field Crops / Maybe some 

CFEI environmental Everyone 

Zoom 

Partnerships & Collaborations

Focus on opportunities to build strategic partnerships to 

leverage and build support for programming. 

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion 

Focus on efforts to advance a diverse, equitable, and inclusive 

community and workplace with the organizations core values. 

Focus on the development and delivery of programs including 

the collection of appropriate data to measure impacts. 

Educational Delivery and Technology Adoption

Focus on strategies and methods for effectively delivering content, including adoption of 

educational technolgoy and use of modern theories. 

Program Development, Evaluation & Reporting 

Monday, Sept. 28

Tuesday Sept. 29

Wednesday, Sept. 30

Thursday, Oct. 1

Thursday, Oct. 1


